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SUBJECT: COMMITTEE OF TEN STATUS QUESTIONED AS STUDENTS TRICKLE 
BACK TO CLASSES 

1. SUMMARY: THE SOWETO STUDENTS REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SSRC), 
ACTING AT THE BEHEST OF THE COMMITTEE OF TEN, HAS CALLED ON 
STUDENTS TO RETURN TO CLASSES THIS WEEK. WHETHER STUDENTS 
HEED THE SSRC (AND COMMITTEE) REQUEST IS STILL OPEN TO 
QUESTION AS SOWETO CLASSES WERE REPORTED LARGELY EMPTY ON FIRST 
DAY OF SCHEDULED RETURN. END SUMMARY. 

2. INCREASING SKEPTICISM AS TO THE INFLUENCE OE THE MUCH- 
VAUNTED COMMITTEE OF TEN GREETED YESTERDAY'S (AUGUST 15) POOR 
TURNOUT OP STUDENTS, AS SOWETO YOUTH SEEMED SLOW TO RESPOND 
TO AN SSRC CALL FOR STUDENTS TO RETURN. 

3. THE DEGREE TO WHICH STUDENTS AGREE TO RETURN IS SEEN BY 
SAG, RIGHTLY OR WRONGLY, AS MEASURING THE INFLUENCE OP 
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COMMITTEE OP TEN, A BODY INCREASINGLY UNDER ATTACK BY WHITE 
AUTHORITIES AS BEING "UNREPRESENTATIVE." SAG CRITICISM OP 
COMMITTEE OP TEN, TINGED WITH "I TOLD YOU SO" SMUGNESS, 

GREETED THE POOR TURNOUT YESTERDAY, THE FIRST DAY OF THE CALLED- 
FOR RETURN. 

4. COMMITTEE OF TEN (AND SSRC) ARE CLEARLY ON THE SPOT IN 
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THIS, THEIR FIRST "TEST," AND SEEM TO BE HAMPERED BY TWO 
FACTORS. FIRST, THE POLICE PRESENCE IN AND AROUND SCHOOLS 
IS SEEN BY MANY TO BE INHIBITING RETURN OF STUDENTS (ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS, YESTERDAY, POLICE WITH DOGS WERE REPORTED 
IN CLASSROOMS); AND SECOND, THE SSRC, THE COMMITTEE OF TEN'S 
AGENT IN GETTING STUDENTS BACK TO CLASSES, HAS SUFFERED 
SERIOUS LEADERSHIP LOSSES THE LAST TEN DAYS, INCLUDING A 
REPORTED ROUNDUP OF ELEVEN MEMBERS AND AN UNCONFIRMED REPORT 
THAT THE NEW SSRC CHAIRMAN, TROFOMO SONO, HAS BEEN WOUNDED 
BY UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS. 

5. NONETHELESS, THE COMMITTEE APPEARS TO HAVE AGREED TO THIS 
"TEST " FOR SEVERAL REASONS, NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH WAS THE 
NEED TO REASSERT ITS LEADERSHIP IN THE FACE OF SAG ATTEMPTS 
TO DENIGRATE ITS STATUS. SECONDLY, THE COMMITTEE HAS BEEN 

IN CONSULTATION WITH JOHANNESBURG BANTU EDUCATION OFFICIALS 
(JAAP STRYDOM) AND POLICE (JAN VISSER) AND AGREED TO 
COMPROMISE IN EFFORT TO KEEP SCHOOLS OPEN. 

6. PATRICK LAURENCE OF RAND DAILY MAIL NOTED TO CONOFF THAT HE 
HAD TALKED WITH BOTH STRYDOM AND VISSER AND THEY ARE UNDER 
HEAVY PRESSURE FROM "ABOVE" (IN THIS CASE CLEARLY FROM 
PRETORIA) TO GET TOUGH AND PUT AN END TO TROUBLESOME 
ELEMENTS ONCE AND FOR ALL. VISSER AND STRYDOM ARE BOTH 
CONSIDERABLY MORE LIBERAL IN THEIR APPROACHES AND HAVE, 
ACCORDING TO LAURENCE, ADVISED COMMITTEE OF TEN OFFICIALS 
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THAT THEY MUST GET STUDENTS BACCK TO CLASSES OR "HARDLINERS" 
WILL OVERRULE THEM AND PROBABLY CLOSE SCHOOLS AND ROUND UP 
ALL SUSPECTED TROUBLEMAKERS. VISSER AND STRYDOM ARE, ALSO 
ACCORDING TO LAURENCE, SOMEWHAT ON THE SPOT THEMSELVES AND 
RISK BEING FURTHER OUT OF FAVOR (POSSI LY REPLACED) IF 
PROGRESS IS NOT MADE. FOR THEIR PART, STRYDOM HAS AGREED 
THAT TOWNSHIP SCHOOL AUTHORITIES MAY REPLACE BANTU EDUCATION 
SYLLABUSES WITH THOSE USED BY THE TRANSVAAL BOARD OF 
EDUCATION (A MOVE IN THE DIRECTION OF STANDARDIZED EDUCATION). 
VISSER, WITH KRIEL AND KRUGER ON HIS BACK, IS TAKING A HARD 
LINE IN PUBLIC, BUT HAS ALSO REPORTEDLY AGREED TO RESTRAIN 
POLICE WHERE HE CAN. LAURENCE MENTIONED, HOWEVER, THAT 
VISSER IS UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE BY PRETORIA POLICE OFFICIALS 
TO CRACK DOWN ON DISSIDENT ELEMENTS. 

JOHNSON 
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